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COMMITTEE CORNER 

Dear Patrons, 

Well, if we were ever in doubt that our Little Theatre could be filled, “Mystery at     

Greenfingers” dispelled that doubt—the team nailed it!  A huge thanks to all          

involved in making the show happen.  We had two nights totally sold out hours 

before the show started and high numbers for the other nights. Capacity was at 

over 90% for the whole run—fabulous!  Thanks also to all our Patrons for making 

this a memorable event.  We hope you will continue to support us at this level. 

Equally successful was our Centenary Exhibition held at Bournemouth Library 

through October. It was very well supported by non -theatre goers as well as        

patrons. The favourable comments indicate that all that hard work paid off.   

As we go to press, we have just experienced the ‘’Palace Court Theatre revisited’  cen-

tenary event—another “full” one—what a great day it was—more in the next 

Newsletter—our thanks to all involved !                                     

BLT Committee 

Our mailing address for all ticket bookings is: 
 

BLT Box Office, 54 Wentworth Avenue, Bournemouth, BH5 2EG 

Tickets £12.00 (with concessions)  Members £6.00 

 BOOK ONLINE at www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk (booking fees apply)  

 WRITE enclosing cheque (payable to BLTC) and SAE to BLTC Box Office (address above) 

 PHONE to book by calling Sue on her home number 01202 417484 ** 

** ONLY between 8.00pm and 9.00pm during the week  
Monday 14th—Friday 18th October 2019 ** 

Tickets will be issued on receipt of a completed booking form, cheque and SAE.  Where an SAE is not en-
closed, tickets will be retained to be collected at the theatre on the night of the performance. 

During the run of the BLT show, enquiries should be made direct to the theatre on 01202 513361 
either by leaving a message on the ansaphone or, between 6.00pm and 6.45pm, when the Box Office is 
open for telephone calls or callers in person. 

It is also possible to book tickets for some of the visiting companies.  Please check the website for full    
details. 

It is really easy to book online and, of course, so convenient.  Whenever you decide you want to book    
tickets for a show—whatever the day and whatever the time—you can go ahead. 

But—and there’s always a but, isn’t there?  - it is also, sadly, easy to make mistakes. 

By making your booking too quickly, it is easy to book on the wrong day—or even to book for the wrong 
show!  So…..a word to the wise... 

CHECK, CHECK AND CHECK AGAIN at every stage of your booking that it exactly fits your                   
requirements, and save all the hassle of making changes.   

Of course, if you are not entirely happy with the on-line process you can always use the postal option   
detailed above in the second bullet point. 

A FINAL PLEA: If you have booked tickets and know that you, or one of your party,  

will not be able to attend, please let the Box Office know as soon as possible.   

ADVANCE TICKET BOOKINGS 
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Next Production - Yes, Prime Minister 

Written by: Anthony Jaye and Jonathan Lynn, Directed by: Andrew Whyatt 

Monday 9th- Saturday 14th December, 2019 7:45pm 

 

Bournemouth Little Theatre would like to extend 
their thanks to our political masters, for kindly    
calling a General Election during the run of this 
play, while we enjoy a good laugh at their expense! 

 

Banish those Brexit Blues!  Lose that Election Lethargy, 

with our full-length play version of this hilarious,               

award-winning, political T.V parody!  

 

The UK is in crisis: debt is spiralling, unemployment is on the rise and the fragile Brit-

ish government is at breaking point.  But wait! Salvation may exist in the form of a 

complex pipeline deal with the oil rich country of Kumranistan that would entitle the 

Government to a multi-trillion-pound loan. When the Kumranistan Foreign Secretary 

makes a shocking request of Jim’s Private Secretary, Bernard Woolley, moral consid-

erations collide with the economic future of the nation.  But how will the beleaguered 

P.M. and his cabinet reconcile these conflicting aspects? 

Uproarious political machinations, media manipulation and an appeal for divine inter-

vention ensue in this witty, fast-moving send-up with familiar parallels to our present, 

turbulent political times. 

  

Future BLTC productions in our Centenary year 

10th—15th February 2020 

Timon of Athens  by William Shakespeare 

Directed by Don Cherrett 

 

30th March—4th April 2020 

Things I Know To Be True 

by Andrew Bovell 

Directed by Hayley Tucker 

1st—6th June 2020    

Playhouse Creatures 

by April de Angelis 

Directed by Lindsay Jones 
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Arena Presents:  

Alice in Wonderland. 

Alice falls through a rabbit hole 
into a   fantasy world, full of 
White Rabbits, Cheshire Cats, 
Playing Cards, March Hares and 
Mad Hatters. 

Bring the whole family along to 
this  magical treat. 
Thursday 19th to Saturday 21st December 

2019 at 7:45pm 

Tickets £12, Concessions £10 

Visiting company productions  
Visiting company events and productions    

November-December 2019 

Tickets for the above are available through Bournemouth Little Theatre Box Office : https://

www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/dorset/bournemouth-little-theatre  and on our website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 22nd November 2019  

Tickets £8.50. 

A special one-off fundraising event in aid of 

Bournemouth Little Theatre. 

Come along and support this informal, fun    

evening, comprising a mix of some humorous 

and some serious folk songs  performed by 

Five Flash Folk, a collective of local musicians 

combining their talents to make this a special 

evening for you to enjoy. 

 
Join in with the choruses of songs by Ralph 

McTell, Jake Thackray, Gordon Lightfoot, Tom 

Paxton, Bob Dylan, James Taylor and many 

more, plus some self-penned material and 

songs by artists you may not yet know! 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/dorset/bournemouth-little-theatre
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/dorset/bournemouth-little-theatre
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THINGS I KNOW TO BE TRUE By Andrew Bovell, directed by Hayley Tucker 

30 March to 4th April 2020 

Read through 10th January, Auditions 12th January 2020, at 7:30pm                                                  

in Green Room at Bournemouth Little Theatre.   

What do we talk about with our family? 

What do we keep hidden? 

Which secrets do we share to protect ourselves, and which do we hide                      

to protect the ones we love? 

The Play: 

Bob and Fran have worked hard to give their four children the opportunities they 

never had. Now, with the kids ready to make lives of their own, it is time to sit back 

and reflect – revealing some shattering truths, leaving us to ask whether it is        

possible to love too much. 

We see a touching, funny and bold portrait of a family struggling to define           

themselves beyond their parents’ love and expectations. 

CHARACTER SUMMARIES 

 

BLTC Audition notice 

There will be an opportunity for some physical theatre work through each of the parts.           

No previous experience of this is necessary and all levels of movement considered. 

Anyone interested in taking part or helping with the production, please come to the reading 

and/or audition or for more details or if you wish to audition but cannot attend either of the 

above dates, please email Hayley at hayles.tucker@gmail.com. 

 

Auditions are open to all but, if you are cast, you must become a member of                   

Bournemouth Little Theatre. 

Bob Price - Male lead – Retired father who values his children as highly as his plants. 

Known for his comedic interruptions. 
Fran Price - Female lead – Mother and, senior nurse,  cares for everyone and             

everything; but who will care for her secrets? 
Pip Price - Eldest child of Bob and Fran. Has two daughters with her partner Steve. Feels the 

“outsider’ of the family. 

Mark Price - Elder son . Playful, but unsure of his sexuality and how it will be received. 

Ben Price - Youngest son. Seems oafish at first, but reveals a more perceptive side.  
Very much his father’s son. 

Rosie Price - Youngest daughter. Just back from a “gap year that has left her broken and 

fragile—feeling the pressure of parental pride and the uncertainty of her 

future. 

mailto:hayles.tucker@gmail.com
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GIVING SUPPORT 

As well as attending productions, events and activities, there are many other ways to support 

Bournemouth Little Theatre.   

You could make a donation, leave a legacy, sponsor a production, attend our working parties for set 

builds and property maintenance, give goods and services, hire our facilities or take an                  

advertisement in one of our programmes. 

Membership Subscriptions current year. 

We urge all readers to support the Club by becoming members and remind existing members who haven’t 

yet renewed their membership to do so. 

You must be a current year member to take full part in club activities and to obtain reduced price tickets. 

Calling all Aspiring Directors— for our 2020/21 Season! 

We have a clean sheet of six play slots to fill for our 101st season. 

We’re looking for six plays and six Directors to work with our actors and backstage teams. 
We need a lively, challenging, wide-range of plays that our playgoers will love to come and 
see!  

If you would like to direct, put forward a play (or both) get in touch with a member of our 
Play Selection Committee to discuss your ideas.  They are : -  

Don Gent, Lotte Fletcher-Jonk, Lindsay Jones or Andrew Whyatt (contact details on back 
page). 

N.B.  The closing date for your initial input is December 20th, but don’t delay, please      
tender your play choice(s) as soon as possible . 

Christmas Party  
Sunday, 15th December 2019 

7:30pm 

Join us for a light-hearted social 
get together. Take part in the 
Christmas  quiz (see whether 
Alan, Adam – or anyone else can 
beat Noel and Don G to the quiz 
prize), see your friends and    
maybe make new ones, enjoy 
some festive fayre and (if she can 
be persuaded) partake of some of 
Mo’s famous Christmas Mulled 
wine. 

Unrehearsed Play readings 

Nineteen eager play readers 

turned up to BLTC on a cold     

November (8th) night to read 

Shelagh Delaney’s 1959 play “A 

Taste of  Honey”.  

Of the nineteen, there were six who had not been         

involved in BLTC before. We welcome them to our Little 

Theatre.  The evening was relaxed and everyone who 

wanted to read had a turn. The reading standard was  

excellent making the play totally believable.  Laughs were 

had at some of the, now,  inappropriate language, as well 

as those laughs written intentionally into the play.   

A good night was had and we hope our new friends 

join us again at the next informal, social, play reading 

on 29th November at 7:30pm when Gill Linford will 

host the evening.  Her play choice is yet to be          

revealed!   Why don’t you come along?  

You know you want to….. 
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COMMENTS & REVIEWS: Mystery at Greenfingers 

Scene One Plus - reviewer Chaz Davenport 

I do love the Bournemouth Little Theatre. Its intimate feel, the raked seating – enough for a little 

over 80 people a night, and the history that surrounds it. I’ve been coming here for years, either 

as a performer or as a punter and I love seeing the old photos, the old and new promotional 

posters for shows… And the people. Always the people. 

This is the centenary year for BLT. It didn’t always run out of Jameson Road in Winton, but   

started out as a project of performing in such intimate venues as members’ homes then, later 

on, at what was the Palace Court Theatre in Bournemouth, which, whilst now a church, still has 

parts of the old theatre in place and is being opened up for a short period to share in the     

centenary celebrations, along with an exhibition at the Bournemouth Library throughout October. 

Also, as part of the celebrations, this play, originally performed in 1937 as part of a national 

theatre competition run by The News Chronicle (which BLT won – the trophy being part of the 

above mentioned exhibition), is being revived to much excitement from the director, Eileen  

Rawlings, who gleefully tells us that the actors edition of the play lists the first performers of this 

play as a set of BLT performers of the day. 

The play itself was written by JB Priestley specially as a piece for amateur dramatic societies, 

such was his gift for gifting. It has a simple but well utilised and presented set, and ten performing parts. 

On the one hand, one could say it is dated – well, of course it’s dated – 1937, remember? The writing is classic Priestley in its will to give each 

character an expositional style so the viewer doesn’t lose sight of who they are and the characters themselves are, in many ways, caricatures, 

which again is classic JBP – if you think of ‘Arthur Birling’ as the grotesquely presented capitalist in An Inspector Calls you’ll get my meaning. It is 

also, in some ways, Priestley’s foray into the world of farce. 

Set in the Greenfingers Palace Hotel in the Peak District, a couple of 

weeks before its grand opening, the main parts are of staff members 

and those with some vested interest in the hotel itself, as it hasn’t 

opened yet. 

You’ve got the assistant manager, Henley – John Adams has a lovely 

voice and a gentle stage presence. You’ve got the feisty, cheeky,     

book-keeper/secretary, Edna – Julie Sissons has good pace and      

energy.  And there’s the Chef Arnold Jordan – an interesting portrayal by 

Adam Stoddart.  I’m not sure what the character notes were for this 

part, but given that he hadn’t been born, I’m guessing that “Trying to 

sound like a bad Bruno Tonioli” wasn’t the author’s plan. 

You’ve got the mysterious femme-fetale in Miss Tennant – Fiona     

Richards does well, but looks more 1960s than 1930s. The         

housekeeper with a secret, Mrs Heaton, is nicely played by Issy Coombs 

and the barman with boot polish on his head, is Chris Huggill. 

There is a nice chemistry between the two maids – Clara (Andrea    

Travers) and Sally (Dionne Polychronopulos).  Both of whom get their 

moments out very well – a particular highlight being a monologue about 

how hateful being a hotel maid can be, in the latter half of the play from 

Dionne. 

The ‘Mystery’ is that gunshots have been heard and what was an impromptu guest is missing, with only a blood-stained hanky as                

evidence…  Enter Miss Tracey, who brought said guest along. Great energy and pace from Nadine Ellison here. Very much a joy to watch and, 

finally, we have the Policeman in the shape of Matthew Ellison, who doesn’t disappoint and creates a full-on character for Mr Crowther – I think 

to the level that Priestley’s writing would have demanded. 

This was opening night and sometimes nerves creep in, which can affect pace. These are good actors and I am certain that as the week       

progresses, that will tighten up. It usually does when, as is clearly the case here, a lot of rehearsal time and personal dedication has gone in to 

making the show happen. So, I’m going to put the pace issues down to nerves, which, from the second night onward, will be eradicated and this 

cast will give you a performance their enthusiasm deserves. 

 

DORSET THEATRE REVIEWS—LYNN RICHELL 

This play was written by J B Priestley for an amateur competition run by ‘News 
Chronicle’ in 1937 which BLT won and performed at the Fortune Theatre, London 
in January 1938. It is being reproduced for BLT’s centenary year. 

Priestley called this a ‘comedy of detection’. It is set in 1937 at the Greenfingers 
Palace Hotel where a small advance party of staff arrive early to get the hotel 
ready for the season. However they find themselves snowed in and telephone 
lines down. A surprise visitor arrives with her companion who then disappears. 
This leaves Detective Crowther with a mystery to solve. 

My concern with this play is that it has not travelled well. What was excellent in 
1937 is outdated in 2019. I also felt that it needed much more pace then the ac-
tors gave it. It seemed very slow. I also felt that the setting did not help the actors 
as they had to play around a table and chairs most of the time which meant some 
blocking and upstaging at times. 

The costumes were mostly about right for the 1930’s as were the hairstyles but in 
some cases they seemed more appropriate for the 1940’s or even 1960’s. 

Having said all that the cast worked their socks off and did their best with a sort of 
comedy/mystery. 

The chef, Arnold Jordan, played by Adam Stoddart had a very odd accent which, I 

think, was meant to be French. Sally Phillips (Dionne Polychronopulos) and Clara 

Packer (Andrea Travers) were both excellent as Housemaids. Matthew Ellison 

played Robert Crowther really well and was delightfully, over the top! Everyone 

else embraced their roles and and did their upmost in difficult parts. However the 

outstanding performance of the evening, for me, was that of Nadine Ellison as 

Miss Tracey. She brought boundless energy, was full of mischief and sparkle.. 
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Bournemouth Little Theatre Club 

11 Jameson Road 

Bournemouth  BH9 2QD 

Tel: 01202 513361 

www.bournemouthlittletheatre.

co.uk 

 

Email: 

bournemouthlittletheatre@gmail

.com 

 

Facebook: 

http://facebook.com/

CONTACT DETAILS: 

Your Council Members: (Email: bournemouthlittletheatre@gmail.com) 

 

Gwen Jones (Treasurer /Memberships/Newsletter/          01202 083504 

                        Venue Hire) ................................................. 07825 064731 

Lindsay Jones (Play Selection Committee/Photographer) 01202 083504 

Mo Hamill (Properties Co-ordinator) ................................ 07585 504500 

Adam Stoddart ……………………………………………………………..0774 9409634 
 

Not on the Council: 

Alastair Griffith (Lighting Design)……………………….………...07400 014135 

Andrew Whyatt (Play Selection Committee)………………….01202 624221 

Don Gent (Centenary Co-ordinator/Programmes/ 

                                 Play selection Committee) .................. 01202 389725 

Kerry Newton (website) 

Chris Huggill (Bar Stocks Manager & Bar rota organizer) 07443 626484 

June Garland (Coffee Shop Rota Organiser)01202 700516/07867 801348 

Lotte Fletcher-Jonk (Play Selection Committee) ............... 07905 728333 

Sue Hyder (Box Office/Programmes) ............................... 07968 845744 

Each season, Bournemouth Little Theatre brings six productions to the stage.  Each production requires a Director and cast.  In 

addition to this are the unsung heroes, who toil away (lark about) behind the scenes to make these six productions   possible.   

We are all volunteers at Bournemouth Little Theatre and if you have any occasional spare time and would like to get involved 

with a production or two in any of the following capacities, you would be very welcome: 

 Set Construction 

 Set Painting 

 Lighting Design 

 Lighting Operation 

 Sound Design 

 Sound Operation 

 Prompt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Stage Manager 

 Costume 

 Props 

 Front of House 

 Bar Manager 

 Coffee Shop 

 Set Dressing 

YOUR THEATRE 

NEEDS YOU! 

To get involved, either come along to a set strike (the Sunday following each of our productions); to a read through and/or 

audition; to an unrehearsed play reading; speak to a Committee Member when you visit the theatre or contact us through 

the website https://www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk/, by email bournemouthlittletheatre@gmail.com or  

Facebook so we can discuss how you can get involved.  No previous experience is necessary. 

https://www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk/

